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v4ifcM0SLhNEHU M FOflt Uviclftt ef Central Intelligence 

SUBJECTS. Corn -.newt* on Preposed Legislation to 

Protect Senior Otticial# 


i. This ssameranduai cantata* * m«ffl»iW4tii» submitted 
<»r appro* ad of the Director of Central Intelligence. Such rwast- 
mendation is coat missed in paragraph 5. 

4. As a retail of the mesmseinmtien of President Kennedy , 
congressional attention i* being focused an the protection ottered 
by the Federal criminal etetetee to Hut President, Vice President* 

4 »js 4 other senior Qeeernaaent atlicisie. Theee statutes ms they 
mow stand are eeefeliy inadequate* As has been recently pointed 
oat on the floor of the Congress me well me in the proem* the 
assassination of the President I* not per ee m Federal crime. 

This would also Isold tree regarding the assassination of various 
other high Covernment otticimie. V art owe hill# mad amendments 
have been propoeed to cieee tide gmp in ear i ederml law# by making 
the h itting of the President and the Vice President a Federal crime. 
Consideration is also being given at this done to covering the hilling 
of Cabinet mesi&liere and mess-berm of the Congress. Isaac of the 
bill# under mine us si on at the present time would cover the 14 rector 
of central teteiligeacc. 

3. the extremely sensitive intelligence information possessed 
by the Director me well me hie mcceem to the highest level* ef p»ttcy 
decisions need not be detailed here* The possibility of retaliation **** 


; ; 1 
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M the Director mi a result of- espial* covert Actions 
abroad «rf tits Agency- cannot be ignored. Tfts jurisdictional and 
investigative aspects at say such incident would fee c a 
fey the eery likely ^osaifeUity tact I he Slmtst st the time of such 
incident would fee carrying deeu«veists mf a sensitive nature. The 
»ee4 to avoid exclusive state j-urisdieUecsi and the necessity of 
establishing federal jurisdiction is* we believe*, sell -evident. 

4 . *fciie the deterrent value of any such statute is open to 
•^ue sties* I* is our opimos that coverage &£ the Director would fee 
worthwhile so as to cosier federal juris tttettoe over any such 
Melds*!*. As iaatters now stand* ij the Director were killed is 
a state jurisdiction, neither the act of MUisg asr Me position as 
Director would insure federal control of asy investigation el the 
incident. The security problems which might occur »* a result of 
the ha*4D*5|* of an investigation hers fey state official® emd4 at the 
very least prove to fee exceedingly embarrassing both to the Agency 
aad to the Imited Stales Covermreat. The situation would also fee 
as serious in the ease where the Director was severely injured 
and perhaps uacoeecioes as a result of as attack upon his per see. 

M view of the lack of definitive federal jurisdiction, the federal 
Cavsrameat would In effect have he hope for a cooperative at titu d e 
on the part sf stale authorities. The absence of state expertise m 
this area could very well prove is be disasters^* insofar as Agency 
security Is eaocemed. II Is our sp iel a w that a peeper! y worded, 
piece si legislation which enables f ederal official* to claim 
jurisdiction over any such incident is necessary. T he -luesttea td 
jtri«dk<tioii iaereiore Is perhaps the meet important reason for 
iaciusio® of the Director of Central Intelligence la say such 
legislation. The need for statutory coverage is* ad coarse* al so 
true si other senior officials *t the Cosernmeet. The i mp ortance 
M a number of Ron-Cabinet officials such as MeGsorfS Dundy is, 
we feel* a rather strong case In point. 

At the present tot it is impossible to foresee what, 
sJ any. legislation will fee leetlwswdKg m this subject. w« 
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theraiasre iar your approval is pfiscipia that this Offiem 

'Husk to iaeluds ilt* Di rector si C, astral Intciii g«as say proposed 
ieglsletlon is this a*#*. We wili thea eoaiact th* appropriate 
officials usd wiflia. the Oaparfmaat of Justice, dsireas 

mi the Budget , sm4 the Coa^ress. 
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